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The University of Dayton

News &lease
March 11, 1992
Contact: Rosemary Harty

YOUNG ADULTS TO FLOCK TO DAYTON
IN INTERNATIONAL PILGRIMAGE OF PRAYER
DAYTON, Ohio -- It helped tear down the Berlin Wall. It united people of a dozen
different languages and cultures in India. And now, Taize is coming to the United States for
the first time with what has become the world's largest ecumenical gathering for young
adults under 30.
In Europe, the "Pilgrimage of Trust on Earth" has attracted between 10,000 and
80,000 youth. Up to as many as 15,000 young adults clad in shorts and carrying Bibles are
expected to come together at the University of Dayton May 21-25 for the first such
gathering in this country.
The Taize (pronounced Tay-zay) gatherings have packed sports stadiums across
Europe and are expected to do the same this summer, but the drawing card to Dayton won't
be Madonna or Michael Jordan. These young people are being turned on to scripture, song
and meditative silence that free them to reflect on their lives. They return to their own
churches and neighborhoods "to foster trust and reconciliation," according to those planning
the gathering.
Sponsored by the Taize brothers--an international ecumenical community of 90 monks
of various Christian denominations and nationalities--the retreats originated in tiny, isolated
Taize in Burgundy in eastern France where the community is still based. For the past 15
years, Taize founder Brother Roger and the monks have helped organize large
interdenominational gatherings annually in London, Rome, Paris and other major European
cities.
Young people who took to the streets to demand freedom shortly before the fall of
the Berlin Wall sang Taize chants.
- more -
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Political prisoners in Eastern Europe sang the chants in their cells and during trials.
The rebirth of religious freedom in Eastern Europe has greatly increased the popularity of
Taize. In late 1989, the Taize brothers held an east-west European meeting in Wroclaw,
Poland, that drew 50,000 youth from throughout Europe, including the Soviet Union. In
Prague in January 1991, 80,000 came and later that year another 75,000 young adults turned
up in Budapest for a six-day gathering.
About two years ago, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee on the
Laity invited the Taize brothers to organize the same experience for young adult Christians
in North America. Although most of the participants will come from throughout the

country--particularly the Midwest--contingents are expected from Canada, Mexico and
Eastern Europe. A number of Protestant churches and agencies, including the National
Council of Churches, are lending their support for the event.
In an age of materialism, what is the appeal? The popularity of the pilgrimages
sometimes even amazes the brothers, who accept no donations and openly seek no converts.
"Why would a group of young adults want to come to a small village in France
where you don't find entertainment, where you fmd a community of brothers praying three
times a day, living out the gospel?" asks Brother Hector, a Roman Catholic from Brooklyn,
who like his fellow monks, does not use his last name. "They're thirsting to understand
something of the gospel and to find meaning in their lives. Taize helps people quench that
thirst. You hear them say over and over again, 'I'm looking for something more than just
earning a college degree, more than earning money and owning a house.'"
National studies back up the renewed importance of prayer for people in the '90s. A
national study by the Rev. Andrew Greeley showed more than three-quarters of all
Americans pray at least once a week and nearly 60 percent say they pray at least once a
day.
Brother Hector and his colleague, Brother Jean-Philippe, a Swiss native and a
Protestant, have just completed a 5,000-mile trek through churches and campuses in 20
midwestern cities in a 300-mile radius of Dayton to spread the word about Pilgrimage of
Trust on Earth and prepare young adults for the

~eeting.

They will spend the next three

months living among students on campus, organizing weekly prayers sessions.
-more-
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"We wanted to be close to the young people," explained Brother Hector. "We're here for
them--even if they don't know it. Young people are at the heart of this meeting. In each
one of us there is this emptiness to be filled.

Maybe we can help young people discover

how to fill it."
The Taize community chose the University of Dayton as the site of its first American
pilgrimage because "there's a lot of trust and openness on campus and a strong sense of a
family spirit," Brother Hector said. "In what we've discovered is a very divided, segregated
city, the University is very much respected by all sides, rich and poor, white and black.
Reconciliation is what Taize is all about."
The registration deadline is April 30. The cost is $90 for on-campus housing, meals
and activities or $50 without housing. Limited financial aid is available. For a registration
form, write Taize Meeting/NCSC 300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-0407 or call (513)
461-6860.
-30For media interviews, contact Brother Emile at (212) 246-0029; Brother Hector or
Brother Jean-Philippe at (513) 461-6860; or Dolores Leckey at the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops' Secretariat for Family, Laity, Women and Youth at (202) 541-3040.

